Preface

From 2" till 5" September 2018, the symposium “David in the Desert” was held
at the Friedrich-Schiller-Universitat Jena. Under this catchy but rather enigmatic
title — and under the less catchy but more explanatory subtitle “International
Symposium on the Interrelation of Tradition and Redaction in the ‘History of
David’s Rise’ and its Impact on a Reconstruction of the History of the ‘Early
Monarchic Period’ in Israel” — a group of esteemed colleagues and good friends
followed our call and made it possible for us to realise a project which had its
origins in some coffee break discussions at the Colloquium Biblicum Lovaniense
in 2014.

We look gratefully back on those days of intense scholarly discussion in a
collegial and amicable atmosphere — and we look hopefully forward to the days
when it will be possible to meet again not only digitally but in real life. The
numerous cross-references between the articles of this volume bear witness to
the constructive and stimulating discussions of the Jena conference - and at
the same time they illustrate how important it is for scholarly exchange to know
and to meet each other not only in writing or digitally but also physically.

Our gratitude goes to the publishers of de Gruyter, especially Dr. Eva Frantz,
Alice Meroz, and Sabina Dabrowski for their patience, and the editors of the series
BZAW for accepting our manuscript, to Dr. Sarah Kohler for the perfect prepara-
tion and coordination of the Jena symposium, to Simon Biichner and Dr. André
Zempelburg for their editorial work with this book, and to Martina-Britta Boltres
and Julius Sperling for preparing the indices.

The meeting in Jena, and hence this publication, would not have been pos-
sible without the generous funding by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation. {727 i3711.
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